Chum Creek BNT Expeditions
1. Overview
Chum Creek Horse Rides offer a range of Horse Riding, Bicycle, Bush Walking Expeditions on the
Bicentennial National Trail (BNT), which stretches from Healesville in Victoria to Cooktown in tropical
far north Queensland.
Conveniently located at the southern end of the iconic 5,330 kilometre BNT, we embark on the BNT
Trail and your adventure begins!
Our Horse Riding Expeditions are fully supported and provide everything you need; Backup fourwheel drive vehicles; horses and gear; accommodation and great food.
We operate small groups, supported by an experienced team, ensuring a safe and memorable
Expedition.
Experienced trail guides and bushman with extensive BNT backgrounds in the Australian bush and
the Victorian High Country will enhance your Expedition by sharing their bush skills and
horsemanship along the way.

2. Who operates Chum Creek BNT Expeditions
Clancy Lewis is the principal of Chum Creek BNT Expeditions. Clancy is also a Board Member of the
BNT Board, that is a not-for-profit Board tasked with ensuring the sustainability of the BNT.
Clancy has significant experience in the Australian High Country and bush. Clancy has spent a great
deal of his working life operating horse trail riding businesses having personally taken out over 7,000
customers out on horse trail rides in the Australian bush and the Victorian High Country.
Clancy operates Chum Creek Horse Rides and Huts. Chum Creek Horse Rides & Huts also offer
shorter Yarra Valley Winery Rides and Pub Rides, refer www.chumcreek.net.au

3. What is the BNT
The Bicentennial National Trail (BNT) is Australia’s premier long distance, multi-use recreational
trekking route, stretching an extraordinary 5,330 kilometres from Healesville in Victoria to Cooktown
in tropical far north Queensland.
Following the Great Dividing Range, the Trail offers horse riders and other trekkers an uniquely
Australian adventure and reveals some of the most spectacular scenery in the country. It is
fascinating for those interested in Australia’s unique fauna, flora and heritage as it provides access
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through some of Australia’s wildest, most inaccessible country. You will be enthralled by the
unsurpassed views, the wilderness valleys and the excitement of the pioneering spirit.
For further information on the BNT refer: http://www.bicentennialnationaltrail.com.au/faqs/

4. Chum Creek BNT Expeditions
Chum Creek BNT Expeditions offer both scheduled and customerised expeditions on the BNT.
Whether you are planning a weekend or a longer expedition, we can ‘tailor make’ a package for you.
Customerised Expeditions - Plan Your Own Adventure!!
Clancy is happy to discuss your requirements and assist you to plan your adventure along the BNT
Trail. You can come back year after year, season after season to continue your way along the BNT,
choosing to set out where you left off previously, omitting sections which do not appeal to you or
travelling a favourite section in the opposite direction!!
Don’t want to ride a horse? We can offer support to walkers, cyclists and those who want to share
the adventure of the Trail with a more active partner without the effort. This includes mixed parties
(cyclists, walkers, riders). Support vehicles can transport non active or elderly partners, allow cyclists
and walkers to be free of heavy loads by providing accommodation and food.
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5. Chum Creek BNT Expeditions Outline – What we offer
We offer a range of expeditions to suit your time requirements. From 2 day overnight rides to riding
the total length of the BNT – from Healesville, Victoria to Cooktown, Queensland. See below an
outline of our expeditions.
Chum Creek BNT Expedition Outline
EXPEDITION ‘B’
BNT to Chum
Creek Ride
Donnelly’s Weir
(Healesville) to
Chum Creek

DAY 1: From Donnelly’s Weir (Healesville) to Monda
Yards.
(With 1st Day Saddlebag Lunch on the BNT)
NIGHT 1: Camping out at Monda Yards.
DAY 2: From Monda Yards to Chum Creek.
(With 2nd Day’s Lunch at Toolangi Tavern).
(You are on the BNT for approx 1 day)

DURATION:
2 Days and 1 Night
COST:
$900 per person
EXPEDITION ‘C’
BNT Pack Saddle
Rides
Narbethong / Black
Spur to
Chum Creek

DAY 1:

From Narbethong / Black Spur to Monda
Yards.
(With 1st Day Saddlebag Lunch on the BNT)
NIGHT 1: Camping out at Monda Yards.
DAY 2: From Monda Yards to Chum Creek.
(With 2nd Day’s Lunch at Toolangi Tavern).
(You are on the BNT for approx 1.5 days)

DURATION:
2 Days and 1 Night
COST:
$900 per person
EXPEDITION ‘D’
3 Day BNT Rides
Donnelly’s Weir
(Healesville) to
Anderson Mill /
Marysville.
DURATION:
3 Days and 2
Nights
COST:
$1350 per person

DAY 1:

From Donnelly’s Weir (Healesville) to Monda
Yards.
(With 1st Day Saddlebag Lunch on the BNT)
NIGHT 1: Camping out at Monda Yards.
DAY 2: From Monda Yards to Black Spur Pub
(Narbethong).
(With 2nd Day Saddlebag Lunch on the BNT).
NIGHT 2: Staying at the Black Spur Pub (Standard Pub
rooms).
DAY 3: From Black Spur Pub to Anderson Mill /
Marysville.
(With 3rd Day Saddlebag Lunch on the BNT).

DATES:
B1: 29/01/2019 to
30/01/2019
B2: 05/02/2019 to
06/02/2019
B3: 12/02/2019 to
13/02/2019
B4: 19/02/2019 to
20/02/2019
B6: 05/03/2019 to
06/03/2019
DATES:
C1: 01/02/2019 to
02/02/2019
C2: 08/02/2019 to
09/02/2019
C3: 15/02/2019 to
16/02/2019
C4: 22/02/2019 to
23/02/2019
C6: 08/03/2019 to
09/03/2019
DATES:
D1: 29/01/2019 to
31/01/2019
D2: 05/02/2019 to
07/02/2019
D3: 12/02/2019 to
14/02/2019
D4: 19/02/2019 to
21/02/2019
D6: 05/03/2019 to
07/03/2019

(You are on the BNT for approx. 3 days.)
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EXPEDITION ‘E’
4 Day BNT Rides
Donnelly’s Weir
(Healesville) to
Marysville /
Lady Talbot Drive.
(This is the
EXPEDITION ‘D’
PLUS 1 day,
conditional on
availability.)
DURATION:
4 Days and 3
Nights

DAY 1:

From Donnelly’s Weir (Healesville) to Monda
Yards.
(With 1st Day Saddlebag Lunch on the BNT)
NIGHT 1: Camping out at Monda Yards.
DAY 2: From Monda Yards to Black Spur Pub
(Narbethong).
(With 2nd Day Saddlebag Lunch on the BNT).
NIGHT 2: Staying at the Black Spur Pub (Standard Pub
rooms).
DAY 3: From Black Spur Pub to Anderson Mill /
Marysville.
(With 3rd Day Saddlebag Lunch on the BNT).
NIGHT 3: Camping out at Andersons Mill / Marysville.
DAY 4: From Andersons Mill / Marysville to Lady
Talbot Drive.
(With 4th Day Saddlebag Lunch on the BNT).

DATES:
E1: 29/01/2019 to
01/02/2019
E2: 05/02/2019 to
08/02/2019
E3: 12/02/2019 to
15/02/2019
E4: 19/02/2019 to
22/02/2019
E6: 05/03/2019 to
08/03/2019

(You are on the BNT for approx 4 days.)
COST:
$1800 per person

EXPEDITION ‘F’
5 Day BNT Rides
Donnelly’s Weir
(Healesville) to
Keppels Hut /
Keppels Hut Track.
(This is the
EXPEDITION ‘E’
PLUS 1 day,
conditional on
availability)
DURATION:
5 Days and 4
Nights
COST:
$2250 per person

DAY 1:

From Donnelly’s Weir (Healesville) to Monda
Yards.
(With 1st Day Saddlebag Lunch on the BNT)
NIGHT 1: Camping out at Monda Yards.
DAY 2: From Monda Yards to Black Spur Pub
(Narbethong).
(With 2nd Day Saddlebag Lunch on the BNT).
NIGHT 2: Staying at the Black Spur Pub (Standard Pub
rooms).
DAY 3: From Black Spur Pub to Anderson Mill /
Marysville.
(With 3rd Day Saddlebag Lunch on the BNT).
NIGHT 3: Camping out at Andersons Mill / Marysville.
DAY 4: From Andersons Mill / Marysville to Lady
Talbot Drive / Keppels Hut Track.
(With 4th Day Saddlebag Lunch on the BNT).
NIGHT 4: Camping out at Lady Talbot Drive / Keppels
Hut Track.
DAY 5: From Lady Talbot Drive / Keppels Hut Track to
Keppels Hut.
(With 5th Day Saddlebag Lunch on the BNT).

DATES:
F3: 12/02/2019 to
16/02/2019
F4: 19/02/2019 to
23/02/2019
F6: 05/03/2019 to
09/03/2019

(You are on the BNT for approx 4.5 days.)
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EXPEDITION ‘G’
5 Day BNT Rides
Keppels Hut /
Keppels Hut Track
to Knockwood.
(This is the
subsequent
expedition after
EXPEDITION ‘F’.
The next part of
the BNT.
DURATION:
5 Days and 4
Nights

DAY 1:

From Keppels Hut Track to Keppels Hut.
(With 1st Day Saddlebag Lunch on the BNT.)
NIGHT 1: Camping out at Keppels Hut.
DAY 2: From Keppels Hut to BNT camping spot.
(With 2nd Day Saddlebag Lunch on the BNT).
NIGHT 2: Camping spot along BNT.
DAY 3: From BNT camping spot to next BNT camping
spot.
(With 3rd Day Saddlebag Lunch on the BNT).
NIGHT 3: Camping spot along BNT.
DAY 4: From BNT camping spot to next BNT camping
spot.
(With 4th Day Saddlebag Lunch on the BNT).
NIGHT 4: Camping spot along BNT.
DAY 5: From BNT camping spot to next BNT camping
spot.
(With 5th Day Saddlebag Lunch on the BNT).

COST:
$2250 per person

(You are on the BNT for approx 4.5 days.)

EXPEDITION ‘Z’
All the way, from
Healesville,
Victoria to
Cooktown,
Queensland.

DAY 1:

(This is the
continuation of
EXPEDITION ‘G’.
DURATION:
Upto approx 8
months
COST:
$450 per person
per day.

From Donnelly’s Weir (Healesville) to Monda
Yards.
(With 1st Day Saddlebag Lunch on the BNT)
NIGHT 1: Camping out at Monda Yards.
DAY 2: From Monda Yards to Black Spur Pub
(Narbethong).
(With 2nd Day Saddlebag Lunch on the BNT).
NIGHT 2: Staying at the Black Spur Pub (Standard Pub
rooms).
DAY 3: From Black Spur Pub to Anderson Mill.
(With 3rd Day Saddlebag Lunch on the BNT).
NIGHT 3: Camping out at Andersons Mill / Marysville.
DAY 4: From Andersons Mill / Marysville to Lady
Talbot Drive / Keppels Hut Track.
(With 4th Day Saddlebag Lunch on the BNT).
NIGHT 4: Camping out at Lady Talbot Drive / Keppels
Hut Track.
DAY 5: From Lady Talbot Drive / Keppels Hut Track to
Keppels Hut.
(With 5th Day Saddlebag Lunch on the BNT).
DAY 6: From Keppels Hut Track to Keppels Hut.
(With Saddlebag Lunch on the BNT.)
NIGHT 7: Camping out at Keppels Hut.
DAY 7: From Keppels Hut to BNT camping spot.
(With Saddlebag Lunch on the BNT).
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NIGHT 8: Camping spot along BNT.
DAY 8: From BNT camping spot to next BNT camping
spot.
(With Saddlebag Lunch on the BNT).
NIGHT 9: Camping spot along BNT.
DAY 9: From BNT camping spot to next BNT camping
spot.
(With Saddlebag Lunch on the BNT).
NIGHT 9: Camping spot along BNT.
DAY 10: From BNT camping spot to next BNT camping
spot.
(With Saddlebag Lunch on the BNT).
(You are on the BNT for upto 8 months.)
DAY and NIGHT 11 to 240: On the BNT on a
customerised basis.

6. Chum Creek BNT Expeditions 2019 Calendar
Please check the Chum Creek website for up to date calendar of Chum Creek BNT Expeditions and
availability.
7. Frequently Asked Questions
7.1 How do I get there?
Chum Creek BNT Expeditions can arrange pick-up and drop-off to the nearest local transport dropoff / accommodation for our customers as part of our service. We also arrange transfers to the start
and finish locations of each expedition.
Air – Chum Creek / Healesville is approximately 1 hours drive from Melbourne International Airport
(Tullamarine). This airport is Australia’s second busiest airport with hundreds of flights daily.
A Taxi fare from Melbourne International Airport (Tullamarine) to Chum Creek / Healesville costs
approximately AU $150.
Healesville have approximately various 200 accommodation rooms options.
Refer: Yarra Valley Tourism Official Visitor website - https://visityarravalley.com.au/booking/list
Rail – Lilydale metropolitan railway station is approximately a 1 hour train ride from Melbourne CBD,
with trains leaving approximately every 40 minutes. The CCBNT provides a courtesy pick-up and
drop-off service from Lilydale Railway Station for CCBNT HRE customers.
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7.2 Where can I stay the night before we begin our expedition?
It’s a good idea to stay nearby the night prior to your expedition so that we can leave in the morning
with plenty of time to reach our destination.
Recommendations for overnight stays include;


Cabin Accommodation at Chum Creek Horse Riding and Huts, in Chum Creek.
(Where Clancy lives).



Accommodation at nearby Healesville. Healesville has approximately various 200
accommodation rooms options.

Refer: Yarra Valley Tourism Official Visitor website - https://visityarravalley.com.au/booking/list
We can give you our recommendations for accommodation in the town closest to our departure
point.

7.3 What is the overnight accommodation whilst on the BNT Expeditions?
Accommodation varies on a nightly basis depending of the physical location of the expedition for
that night. When camping out on the BNT, we use tents or swags.
Our staff will arrive at each campsite before you arrive to begin to prepare for camp. There will
always be a helper to ensure you go to bed warm, well fed and ready for the next day.

7.4 What type of weather can we expect?
From the southern end of the BNT we enter directly into Victoria’s High Country. Expeditions are
carefully scheduled to ensure optimal timing to account for Australia’s seasonal weather.
We offer expeditions throughout the southern summer, from November to March, however
weather in the Australian High Country can be very unpredictable. Temperatures may range up to
mid-30 degrees celsius during the day to below 10 degrees celsius overnight. You may even
experience snow!
Refer – Australian Government Bureau of Meteorology Victorian Forecast Area Map,
http://www.bom.gov.au/vic/forecasts/map.shtml
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7.5 How many kilometres or hours will we be travelling each day?
We usually cover on average 18 kms per day. This pace has been found to allow riders time to enjoy
the landscape and to soak in the atmosphere of the BNT. Time in the saddle each day does vary
depending on the terrain and distances between camping spots or accommodation.

7.6 What if I want a break?
There is usually a four wheel drive back-up vehicle that meets us at nominated points daily. This
provides opportunities to have a break in the vehicle to rest parts of your body that are not used to
riding.
Note, however that the back vehicle does not usually follow the horses continually throughout each
day. We want to ensure that you enjoy the tranquillity of the Australian High Country and the bush
without the distractions of civilisation.
7.7 Will mobile/cell phones work?
Mobile/cell phone reception is scattered in the country we ride in. Even so, consider turning off your
phone for the expedition.
As part of our risk management process, the Chum Creek BNT team carry telecommunication
systems to be used in emergencies.
7.8 What is the food like?
Our staff will be using camp ovens, grills and hot coals to create wonderful tasty and filling meals.
Dietary requirements will be met wherever possible. When in towns, we choose excellent catering
options close to our accommodation, but can book your table at an alternative establishment upon
request.
7.9 What is included in the price?
Experienced, knowledgeable guides
All group camping equipment
All meals and accommodation as per the itinerary
Horses and saddlery
Helmets and oilskin coats
First aid and emergency communications
Four-wheel drive backup, including luggage transport.
Courtesy pick up from Lilydale Railway Station if required.
Secure parking for your vehicles at Chum Creek, during the trip
You will also receive a one year BNT membership and a BNT Section 12 guidebook to help you relive
your trip.
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7.10

Do I need any special equipment or camping gear?

All camping gear is provided, including tents, swags, sleeping bag, mattress, kitchen, and all group
camping equipment. If you would like to bring your own sleeping bag make sure it is suitable to
alpine conditions.
7.11

What to bring

You should consider bringing;
7.12

Swimmers
Long pants and shirts for riding (and maybe even stockings for under your legs – yes for both
women and men!)
Cold weather sleeping bag
Riding boots
Towel
Alcohol
Spending money
Sense of adventure and humour
Costs

Chum Creek BNT charge a flat AU$450 per person per day. (Plus Goods and Service Tax (10% GST)

7.13

What if I have to cancel my booking?

We operate on a first-come-first-served basis with each booking secured and confirmed on full
payment. Each expedition has a minimum and maximum numbers of trekkers on each expedition.
Chum Creek BNT endeavour to schedule BNT Expeditions in a consecutive manner to allow
customers to continue their expedition where they left off.
We can and do schedule additional and customised BNT expeditions as demand requires.
If you cancel, we will refund you 80% of the price of the booked expedition, or credit you the full
amount on other Chum Creek BNT Expeditions or Chum Creek Horse Trail Rides.
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7.14

How do I book and pay?

All bookings and payment are to be paid prior by the online payment facility on the Chum Creek
Horse Rides website – www.chumcreek.net.au. Go to BNT Expedition page.
Clancy also asks that all trekkers to personally call him to discuss the expedition and any personal
requirements you may have. +61 407 326 276.
Please note that not all rides are listed online, so if you have something specific in mind give Clancy a
call to discuss +61 407 326 276.

7.15

Can I lay-by my Chum Creek BNT Expedition or purchase a Gift Voucher?

Chum Creek BNT Expeditions have limited numbers and availability per expedition, therefore we
require a 20% deposit to secure a booking, with final payment due 60 days prior to expedition
departure date. Availability is on a first-come-first-served basis. So if your balance is not paid within
60 days prior to your expedition departure date, then there is a high chance your spot will be taken
and your deposit will be refunded in full back to you.
Chum Creek also Gift Vouchers to be used on all of Chum Creek offerings; BNT Expeditions, shorter
horse trail rides and accommodation.
Call our office to discuss any special needs you may have regarding payments of an expedition.
+61 407 326 276.

7.16
7.17

Riding Advice
Does Chum Creek cater for someone who has never ridden?

Our horse trail rides and BNT Expeditions are suited to all levels of rider experience.
However, we highly recommend that for those that have not ridden before they do a few shorter
horse trail rides or riding lessons in the months beforehand, but that is not essential.
Many of our riders are first-time / novices. Our team take care in our pre-expedition briefings to
equip riders with the basic skills of managing their horse and are always available to you if you need
assistance or advice. We take great efforts to match you to your horse.
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7.18

I have not ridden a horse in many years, will I be okay to do a long ride?

We ride at a fast walking pace during the day, with opportunities to go faster in appropriate
locations. The distance we travel averages between 15 to 27 kilometres a day (averaging
approximately 18 kilometres per day), with a lunch break and other chances to hop off for a stretch.
We suggest you would need to have a moderate level of fitness.

7.19

Do you have different rides available depending on experience?

Chum Creek Horse Rides & Huts offer a range of horse trail rides including:
- 1 hour horse trail rides
- 2 hour horse trail rides
- 1 day Yarra Valley Winery horse trail rides
- 1 day Yarra Valley Pub horse trail rides
For further information on each of these rides go to www.chumcreek.net.au

7.20

What is the youngest age you take on overnight rides?

On our BNT Expeditions, our minimum age is 18. However, in some instances, such as a family
booking, trekkers from 15 years will be considered. If the rider is under 18 years old, it is essential
that an adult or guardian accompany the child.
7.21

Why do you ask my height and weight when I book for a ride?

Each rider’s riding ability, size and confidence is considered when choosing an appropriate horse and
saddle.
7.22

Do you have a weight limit for riders?

Yes, if you are above 95kg we will need to assess your height and weight ratio to consider if you will
be suitable to participate in longer horse trail riding expeditions. We reserve the right to refuse
anybody that does not meet our weight restrictions.
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7.23

Are there showers and toilets on the overnight rides?

Our team set up a toilet and privacy screen of an evening with access to soap and a hand wash basin.
Depending on the particular overnight location, we may not provide a portable shower, however
there are some opportunities to jump in creeks for a High Country bath!

7.24 Do we have to horse ride in order to come on an overnight expedition? Can I ride a bicycle
or walk?
We welcome non-riding customers to come on our expeditions. We ride and camp in some very
special places that you may never go to again. Bicycle riders and walkers can come on Chum Creek
BNT Expeditions. Non-riding/walking trekkers can also accompany the expedition in the back-up four
wheel drive vehicles, still having the opportunity to see great scenery at a leisurely pace and arriving
early at each nights camp, ready to relax and greet the riders on their arrival.

7.25

Can I bring my own horse or bike?

Yes - you can take your own horse (other than full or part thoroughbred horses), or bike. Prior
arrangements will be managed if you bring your own horse. This can be discussed with Clancy by
phone before a booking is made. The price per person per day $450, is the same with your own
horse or bike.

7.26

Contact Details

Please call Clancy Lewis anytime to ask any question. We want to ensure you are comfortable
preparing for our expeditions.
+61 407 326 276
Clancy@chumcreek.net.au
www.chumcreek.net.au
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